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VISUAL DIAGNOSIS IN EMERGENCY MEDICINE

Locked Leg
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Ersin AKSAY,1 Sedat YANTURALI,2 Selahattin KIYAN,1 ‹brahim TÜRKÇÜER3

Correspondence (‹leti�im)

Ersin AKSAY, M.D.

A 42-year old male present to emergency department (ED) after being extricated by emergen-
cy medical services personnel following a high-speed motor vehicle collision.. His initial vital
signs were normal. Physical examination revealed a right hip which was locked in flexion,
abduction and external rotation (Fig. 1). Passive movement of the hip was painful, and the
patient was unable to move his lower extremity about the hip joint. Neurovascular examina-
tion of the right lower limb was otherwise normal. Anteroposterior pelvic X-ray revealed exter-
nal rotation and abduction of the femoral shaft and a displaced femoral head in the obturator
foramen (Fig. 2).

Fig. 1. The patient as he presented to the emergency department.

Fig. 2. Anteroposterior radiograph of pelvis showed a displaced femoral head in
the obturator foremen with marked external rotation and abduction of the femur
shaft.

*For the diagnosis and teaching points, see pages 49.
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